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in accordance with the provisions of 
part 70 of this title, or they may be ex-
amined in the district office in whose 
geographic jurisdiction the hearing has 
been held. 

[45 FR 15158, Mar. 7, 1980. Redesignated at 50 
FR 31311, Aug. 1, 1985, as amended at 63 FR 
33780, June 19, 1998] 

§ 458.86 Filing of brief. 
Any party desiring to submit a brief 

to the Administrative Law Judge shall 
file the original within ten (10) days 
after the close of the hearing: Provided, 
however, That prior to the close of the 
hearing and for good cause, the Admin-
istrative Law Judge may grant a rea-
sonable extension of time. Copies of 
such brief shall be served on all of the 
parties to the proceeding. Requests for 
additional time in which to file a brief 
under authority of this section made 
after the hearing shall be made in writ-
ing to the Administrative Law Judge 
and copies thereof served on the other 
parties. A statement of such service 
shall be furnished. A request for exten-
sion of time shall be received not later 
than three (3) days before the date such 
briefs are due. In the absence of the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge such requests 
shall be ruled upon by the Chief Ad-
ministrative Law Judge. No reply brief 
may be filed except by permission of 
the Administrative Law Judge. 

§ 458.87 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions. 

Within fifteen (15) days following the 
close of the hearing, the parties may 
submit proposed findings and conclu-
sions to the Administrative Law Judge, 
together with supporting reasons 
therefor, which shall become part of 
the record. 

§ 458.88 Submission of the Administra-
tive Law Judge’s recommended de-
cision and order to the Administra-
tive Review Board; exceptions. 

(a) After the close of the hearing, and 
the receipt of briefs, or findings and 
conclusions, if any, the Administrative 
Law Judge shall prepare his rec-
ommended decision and order expedi-
tiously. The recommended decision and 
order shall contain findings of fact, 
conclusions, and the reasons or basis 
therefor including credibility deter-

minations, and recommendations as to 
the disposition of the case including 
the remedial action to be taken. 

(b) The Administrative Law Judge 
shall cause his recommended decision 
and order to be served promptly on all 
parties to the proceeding. Thereafter, 
the Administrative Law Judge shall 
transfer the case to the Administrative 
Review Board including his rec-
ommended decision and order and the 
record. The record shall include the 
complaint, the notice of hearing, mo-
tions, rulings, orders, official tran-
script of the hearing, stipulations, ob-
jections, depositions, exhibits, docu-
mentary evidence and any briefs or 
other documents submitted by the par-
ties. 

(c) Exceptions to the Administrative 
Law Judge’s recommended decision and 
order may be filed by any party with 
the Administrative Review Board with-
in fifteen (15) days after service of the 
recommended decision and order: Pro-
vided, however, That the Administra-
tive Review Board may for good cause 
shown extend the time for filing such 
exceptions. Requests for additional 
time in which to file exceptions shall 
be in writing, and copies thereof shall 
be served on the other parties. Re-
quests for extension of time must be 
received no later than three (3) days 
before the date the exceptions are due. 
Copies of such exceptions and any sup-
porting briefs shall be served on all 
other parties, and a statement of such 
service shall be furnished to the Ad-
ministrative Review Board. 

[45 FR 15158, Mar. 7, 1980; 45 FR 28322, Apr. 29, 
1980. Redesignated at 50 FR 31311, Aug. 1, 
1985, as amended at 78 FR 8027, Feb. 5, 2013] 

§ 458.89 Contents of exceptions to Ad-
ministrative Law Judge’s rec-
ommended decision and order. 

(a) Exceptions to an Administrative 
Law Judge’s recommended decision and 
order shall: 

(1) Set forth specifically the ques-
tions upon which exceptions are taken; 

(2) Identify that part of the Adminis-
trative Law Judge’s recommended de-
cision and order to which objection is 
made; 

(3) Designate by precise citation of 
page the portions of the record relied 
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